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In 1727 Leonhard Euler, at the age of twenty, joined the recently founded Imperial
Russian Academy of Sciences; his appointment had been negotiated by his teacher
Johann I Bernoulli at Basel and Johann's son Daniel (1700–1782), who already worked at
St. Petersburg. Euler's correspondence with Daniel Bernoulli intensified when Bernoulli
returned to Basel in 1733 and was continued after Euler's move to Berlin in 1741. In the
context of the publication of Johann Bernoulli's Hydraulics (1742) and a prize competition
of the Berlin Academy in 1746 tension arose between the two; from 1750 to 1767 only
few letters were exchanged, most of them by Daniel's brother Johann II and nephew
Johann III acting as intermediaries. After Euler's return to Russia and the re-establishment
of Daniel Bernoulli's membership in the Petersburg Academy that he mediated, the
correspondence was resumed, now increasingly through Euler's son Johann Albrecht and
his Basel-born assistant Niklaus Fuss.
The 191 letters of these correspondences and some related documents – including
Daniel Bernoulli's short autobiography from 1776 – are being edited here, partly for the
first time: with German translations of many pieces, commentaries on the physical and
astronomical topics addressed in the letters, and extensive indices.
The volume offers important insights into the biographies of two great scientists and into
the academic life of their time.
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